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vested the government in a governor, a deputy governor, and the free men (stock-
holders) of the company who elected the General Court, which exercised legislative
functions of government. The Puritans quickly established a religious basis for this
arrangement by passing laws that gave voting privileges only to those male persons who
were church members as well as kndowners. The estimate has been made that even in
1674 only about one-fifth of the men in the colony fulfilled these requirements for
the suffrage. While there was no popular government in the modern democratic sense,
the basis for representative government was present from the beginning. When Mas-
sachusetts was transformed into a royal province in 1691 and government vested in a
governor appointed by the Crown, the religious qualification for voting was abolished,
and only the property qualification remained.
In the course of the seventeenth century the English established hegemony over
the Atlantic seaboard colonies. The Dutch West India Company, which sent over its
first permanent settlement in 1630, directed the affairs of New Netherland from
Holland. A Swedish trading company formed in 1624 sent settlers up and down the
Delaware River from 1638 on. After mid-century, however, a second wave of coloniza-
tion began to take place which, in the course of twenty to thirty years, began to
change siginificantly the course of colonial development. In 1655 the Dutch governor
of New Netherland wrested control of the Delaware from the Swedes, but in 1664 the
English took over all of New Netherland and made it an English royal colony, with
its mixture of Quakers, New England Puritans, French Huguenots, Swedes, Finns.
Germans, Scots-Irish, and English.
When William Penn received a large grant of land from Charles II, his advertise-
ments extolling the advantages of free government, economic opportunity, and re-
ligious freedom induced many to flock to Pennsylvania, beginning in 1681. Attracting
7,000 to 8,000 settlers by 1685, Pennsylvania rapidly became one of the most
populous colonies, made up as it was of many different nationalities and religious
sects. By 1700 not only Quakers but English, Welsh, German, French, and Dutch, each
with their own distinctive religious beliefs, had poured into eastern Pennsylvania.
The London Company took the lead in settling Virginia for commercial purposes
at a time when England very much needed raw materials. A governor and a council of
wealthy families were set up soon after the London Company was formed in
1606-1607, and by 1619 a representative assembly called the House of Burgesses was
established as well, consisting of two representatives from each county elected by the
free (property-owning) citizens. Late in the century the Carolinas were established on
a similar pattern. Maryland was founded by a grant of land to Lord Baltimore in 1634
as a haven for Catholics, but other colonists poured in so rapidly that by 1700 the
Catholics were outnumbered by Puritan and Anglican settlers.
The political-religious events in England had much to do with stimulating
emigration to the Anglican colonies of the South. Just as the Puritan exodus to New
England had been accelerated by the persecution of Puritans by Archbishop Laud in
the 1630s, so the establishment of the Puritan Commonwealth in 1649 tended to drive
Anglicans and royalists to the southern and middle colonies during the 1650s.
likewise, the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685 by Louis XIV in France